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A HISTORY OF CHRIST COMMUNITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL-UGANDA (CCLS-U) 
 
In January, 2005, an organization entitled With God’s Little Ones (WGLO), under the 
leadership of Rev. Rudy Schaser, began working with the Lutheran Church Mission-
Uganda, particularly with a small center located in Bulumwaki village, Uganda. This 
center was dedicated to ministering widows, orphans, and those suffering from AIDS. 
There was an 80 person nursery school on the site. WGLO drilled a borehole water well, 
installed a VIP latrine, provided most families with insecticide-treated mosquito nets 
and mattresses, provided some basic medicines, and a simple daily meal. 
 
By 2008, a larger tract of land became available, about two kilometers south of 
Bulumwaki, in the village of Kawete. WGLO purchased the land and assisted with the 
construction of temporary classrooms, a permanent multi-purpose building, drilling a 
borehole well, and the installation of a VIP (ventilated improved pit) latrine. 
In 2009, the enrollment grew to approximately 250, and Christ Community Lutheran 
School, St. Louis, Missouri, USA, became involved in the Ugandan effort. One of the 
earliest projects involved students bringing in money to purchase goats for families in 
the village. This was followed up with clothing drives, and ultimately, they became 
involved with bringing money to purchase bricks to build a permanent classroom 
building. Students also brought in additional monies for the purchase of medical and 
school supplies; and drives were conducted to bring in actual medical and school 
supplies that the 2010 team brought with them on their visit. 
 
In 2010, the newly built school adopted the name of Christ Community Lutheran School, 
Kawete, Uganda stating that Christ is the center and the community is responsible. In 
November, 2010, the first classroom building was dedicated, with Rev. and Mrs. 
Schaser, CCLS-USA middle school principal, Jonathan Butterfield, two teachers, and a 
pediatrician in attendance. The second classroom building was dedicated in May, 2011. 
Another visiting team of teachers, Dr. Killian, and the Schasers returned in the fall of 
2011. In March, 2012, a solar energy system was installed in both buildings during 
another team’s visit. A 7 ½ acre tract of land, adjacent to the school, was also purchased 
in 2011, so that the CCLS-U community could work to grow additional food for its 
students. This garden is worked by the teachers and students, and the school is 
currently reaping its benefits. 
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The CCLS-U enrollment has grown to approximately 400 students in seven elementary 
grades, and in 2013, became fully registered by the government of Uganda as a fully-
fledged school, with an operating license and examination center. Measures are 
continually in progress of improving the academic standards and teacher quality in the 
school.  
 
In October, 2013, the school dedicated its latest building project, a girls’ dormitory and 
medical center. A visiting team including the Schasers, Dr. Killian, two nurses, and others 
were all present for this dedication. 
 
The growth and vision do not stop here. Plans are underway to construct a security 
fence around the school grounds; build a boys’ dormitory; increase teachers’ salaries; 
improve the quality of education and school governance; and prepare more students for 
the passing of the national high school entrance test.  
 
While it is obvious that CCLS-USA has been dynamically involved in the raising of over 
$100,000 in funds for goats, clothing, school and medical supplies, and bricks for the 
buildings, the depth of the partnership far exceeds this cursory glance of involvement. 
CCLS-U is definitely God’s school. From the very beginnings, all who have been involved 
have seen God’s fingerprints all over this project. It cannot be missed that this entire 
venture has been infused with the miraculous hand of God. Children have asked for 
money, in lieu of gifts at their own birthday parties, so that they may give the funds to 
CCLS-U; they have set up lemonade stands, craft stands, garage sales; dedicated 
allowances, and have been involved in myriad of ways, on their own accord to do their 
parts in helping to sustain this project. In a sense, this mission has taken on a life of its 
own—ministering to our own staff, parents, and children probably as much, if not more, 
than it has ministered to those in Kawete. God has used this mission to grow CCLS-USA 
while it is called to serve to grow CCLS-U. 
 
 


